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        Hackaday has been online in some form or another since 2004, which for the Internet, makes us pretty damn old. But while that makes us one of the oldest surviving web resources for hacker types, we’ve got nothing on 2600 — they’ve been publishing their quarterly zine since 1984.

Summer 2023 Issue of 2600
While the physical magazine can still be found on store shelves, the iconic publication expanded into digital distribution some time ago, thanks largely to the Kindle’s Newsstand service. Unfortunately, that meant Amazon’s recent decision to shutter Newsstand threatened to deprive 2600 of a sizable chunk of their income. So what would any group of hackers do? They took matters into their own hands and spun-up their own digital distribution system.

As of today you’re able to subscribe to the digital version of 2600 in DRM-free PDF or EPUB formats, directly from the magazine’s official website. Which one you pick largely depends on how you want to read it: those looking for the highest fidelity experience should go with PDF, as it features an identical layout to the physical magazine, while those who are more concerned with how the content looks on their reader of choice would perhaps be better served by the flexibility of EPUB. After signing up you can download the current Summer issue immediately, with future issues hitting your inbox automatically. Load it onto your home-built Open Book, and you can really stick it to the establishment.

While the ending of this story seems to be a happy one, we can’t help but see it as a cautionary tale. How many other magazines would have the means and experience to offer up their own digital subscriptions? Or for that matter, how many could boast readers savvy enough to utilize it? The reality is many publications will be injured by Amazon’s decision, some mortally so. That’s a lot of power to be put into the hands of just one company, no matter how quick the shipping is.
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										Ragnarok700 says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 8:23 am						
					
									


							

			
				I see this as an opportunity for 2600 to offer those capabilities as a (paid) service to those less technically savvy publications so they can stay available online, too (and DRM-free)!

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
		
		
			
				
										Steven-x says:				


				
					
						
							August 19, 2023 at 5:05 pm						
					
									


							

			
				Good point. Seems like an opportunity too good to miss…

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
	



	
		
			
				
										Joe Ligma says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 9:27 am						
					
									


							

			
				I got my start on BSD, Linux, and everything else, in the 90’s at 2600 meetings in the mall in Tulsa. I miss all those old friends, lost to life and time. Crypto, Cslid3, TheCount… If you see this, I hope ya’ll are doing okay.

			

			
                
			Report comment            
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										cdilla says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 10:59 am						
					
									


							

			
				For over three decades I’ve looked forward to the quarterly brown envelope from Messers Goldstein, Hardy et al and was pleased to read of their progress (of sorts) in their editorial and again here.  The wider the availability the better.  Paper all the way for me though.

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
	
	
		
			
				
										Bob A. says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 12:21 pm						
					
									


							

			
				I couldn’t find an answer to this question on the 2600 site, so I’ll ask it here: Which, if any, subscription offers include access to back issues?

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
		
		
			
				
										C G says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 3:16 pm						
					
									


							

			
				https://store.2600.com/collections/back-issues might have what you want.
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										Tom Nardi says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 6:26 pm						
					
									


							

			
				You might want to look into the “Hacker Digest” lifetime subscription. This provides digital access to all past and future issues, plus a bunch of extra content that couldn’t fit into the physical version of the magazine.

Unless you mean you want the physical back issues? In which case they have a sub for that as well, but there are many back issues which they don’t have copies for anymore, so you’d be getting kind of a fractured collection.
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										Lily says:				


				
					
						
							July 21, 2023 at 7:45 pm						
					
									


							

			
				The fact there is a separate subscription for each file format is idiotic.

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
		
		
			
				
										Fortyseven says:				


				
					
						
							July 25, 2023 at 12:01 pm						
					
									


							

			
				That’s actually giving me pause. Having to choose between a layout faithful to the print mag (which is often half the fun), or an easier to read layout fit for e-readers hardly seems like the right way to go with this. I seriously doubt the majority of people are going to subscribe to both, so why bother with the divide? Weird.
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										Drone says:				


				
					
						
							July 22, 2023 at 12:53 am						
					
									


							

			
				Barnes & Noble still carries the print version of 2600. Two stores not too far from me according to the 2600 store locater site:

https://www.2600.com/stores#11/25.9932/-80.3526
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										Ostracus says:				


				
					
						
							July 22, 2023 at 4:04 am						
					
									


							

			
				Digital too, so Amazon isn’t the only one with market power.

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
		
		
		
			
				
										Ergotron says:				


				
					
						
							July 22, 2023 at 7:33 pm						
					
									


							

			
				Oh please, nobody actually uses Nook. There’s literally not a single review for the digital version of 2600 on B&N:

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/2600-magazine-the-hacker-quarterly-2600-enterprises/1123223397

Compared to 877 on Amazon Newsstand:

https://www.amazon.com/2600-Magazine-The-Hacker-Quarterly/dp/B004GB1WF6

I’ll admit not the most scientific method of determining user base, but it’s a pretty damn stark comparison.
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										Winston says:				


				
					
						
							July 22, 2023 at 5:02 am						
					
									


							

			
				I’m a regular Amazon customer and I didn’t even KNOW that Amazon even offered the Newsstand service.  Maybe that is part of the problem that has led to them dumping it.

			

			
                
			Report comment            

			Reply
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